Bachelor of Commerce in
Accounting
The School of Accounting, Economics and Finance offers a Bachelor of Commerce
in Accounting qualification on the Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses. This
qualification is the first step in preparing graduates who wish to train as Chartered
Accountants (CA) for the one-year Bachelor of Commerce Honours (Accounting) or
a Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting.

WHAT IS AN ACCOUNTANT?
Accountants help to ensure that firms are run efficiently, particularly from a financial point of view; that a country’s public
records are stored accurately; and that taxes are paid properly and on time.
An Accountant’s job is to compile, analyse, perform audits, assist with budgets, work out taxes and report their findings
to management. This includes the completion of entries into accounts, such as general ledger accounts used for
documenting business transactions.

WHAT IS A CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT?
The role of an Accountant should not be confused with the job of a Chartered Accountant (CA). Whilst much of the
work is the same during the initial study period but Chartered Accountants need to study further and register with the
professional body for Chartered Accountants. Chartered Accountants oversee all of a company’s accounting needs, or
they may focus on one specific area of accounting such as auditing, financial accounting, or taxation. They may also
act as consultants on financial matters, taxation, accounting and computer systems, estate planning and management
reporting and procedures.
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CAREER OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
X Auditing: expressing an opinion on the presentation of companies financial statements, detecting fraud etc.
X Accounting: recording a company’s financial records, generating financial statements etc.
X Taxation: Applying SA tax laws to a company – generating VAT and tax reports, tax planning etc.
X Management Accounting: Assisting the business to operate as efficiently and effectively as possible, generating
costing reports, budgeting, cash flow forecasts etc.
X Corporate Finance: Assist the business in structuring deals to obtain applicable finance, investing company
money most effectively, mergers and acquisitions.
X Entrepreneur: Start a business of your choice with all the financial skills needed to adequately manage the
finances.
X Consultant: Assisting other business with strategic/specialist business advice.
X Education: teaching and training of others on financial matters.

YOU COULD WORK IN:
X Public Practice
X Commerce and Industry
X Government/Public Sector
X Academic institutions
X Be self-employed

HOW WILL YOU BENEFIT FROM STUDYING THE BCOM ACCOUNTING WITH US?
X The Programme is designed to develop your leadership and business skills while equipping you with broad
financial understanding
X The qualification is internationally recognised.
X The qualification will prepare you for a career with high flexibility, mobility and earning potential.
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HOW TO GET THERE…BECOMING A CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT CA(SA)
STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

Study and complete a Bachelor of
Commerce in Accounting at UKZN

Complete a Bachelor of Commerce
Honours (Accounting) or a
Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting
at UKZN

DURATION: 3 YEARS

DURATION: 1 YEAR

After the completion of the
Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting
or Honours in Accounting, candidates
will have to register with an
institution approved by South African
Institute of Chartered Accountants
(SAICA) for a three-year training
contract.
During that traineeship, candidates
will write two professional
examinations conducted by SAICA
for entrance to the accountancy
profession.
Once the period of traineeship has
been completed, the professional
examinations have been passed and
the membership of SAICA has been
approved, candidates are entitled to
use the designation CA(SA).

ACCREDITATION
UKZN is registered with the South African Institute of Chartered Accountants (SAICA), and provides courses in accordance
with the curriculum approved by SAICA.

THUTHUKA BURSARY FUND
In an effort to transform the accounting profession, SAICA established the Thuthuka Bursary Fund (TBF) in 2005 to assist
disadvantaged African and Coloured students who want to study to become CAs.
Unlike other bursary funds, TBF’s model covers more than just tuition, books, meals and residence fees. The programme
follows an integrated and holistic approach to ensure success. Students are provided with ‘wrap around’ support in the
form of among others:
X Academic support, including various academic enrichment programmes such as additional tutorials, study
skills workshops and more.
X Social and emotional support.
X Work-readiness and life skills training.
X Mentoring and counselling.
X Access to a dedicated programme manager, exposure to experienced Chartered Accountants and business
leaders as mentors.
X Visit the UKZN TBF website for more details: https://thuthuka.ukzn.ac.za/
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OUR ALUMNI

Ms Nolwazi Mdunge
CA(SA)

Ms Kimberly
Soobramoney CA(SA)

Management
Accountant: RCL Foods

Head of Financial
Business Partners:
Shoprite Checkers

Mr Akash Singh CA(SA)
President: South
African Institute of
Chartered Accountants,
Eastern Region

Mrs Nomalungelo
Mkhize CA(SA)
Chief Financial Officer:
Umgeni Water

A CHOICE OF TWO CAMPUSES
BCom Accounting students have an option to pursue their studies at our Westville campus which is located in the surburb
of Westville, about eight kilometres from the CBD of Durban and Pinetown; or our Pietermaritzburg (PMB) campus which
offers a relaxed atmosphere with a great vibe. The PMB campus is close to numerous nature reserves and parks and it is
one hour’s drive away from Durban.

MINIMUM ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
A national senior certificate degree pass with Mathematics at level 5, English and Life Orientation at level 4. A minimum
academic point score of 32 excluding Life Orientation.
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HOW TO APPLY?
Applications to study at UKZN must be made through the Central Applications Office (CAO).
Contact the CAO on 031 268 4444
Apply online at www.cao.ac.za
Closing date for applications: 30 September

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU
University Road, Westville Campus
University of KwaZulu-Natal
Private Bag X54001, Durban, 4000
Website: https://saef.ukzn.ac.za/
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